
The daughter of an Assyrian father and a Northern Irish mother, Siobhan Sada says family is everything. Outside of work 
she prioritises spending time with her parents, four older siblings, nine nieces and nephews and two beloved dogs who 
she ‘spends much time waiting hand and foot on!’

Her ‘dream’ was always to be an accountant. But rather than go through the traditional motions to get there, she 
explored other avenues, leaving high school at 15 after completing the higher school certificate.

She was right about being able to do things differently. Siobhan began working full time at a local Sydney accounting firm 
a week after finishing school. And she picked up her studies again, with a short bridging course and then  an Undergrad 
degree, followed by a Graduate Diploma in Chartered Accounting, which she completed by age 22. 

She was a Principal at CountPlus One by 25.

Get to know more about Siobhan here …

Why did you choose to become an accountant? What attracted you to the career path?
I wanted to be an accountant because I realised it was something that would allow me to understand how many 
businesses work, and not just pigeon hole myself to one place within the corporate world. 

I really liked the idea of getting the opportunity to get to know different parts of business. 

I felt that it would be a good strategy to then be able to determine what I did and didn’t like about businesses and 
industries, as well as work out what levers would result in making a decent profit.

Fifteen years later, I am still an accountant, and use the skills I have developed to help businesses meet their goals.

How long have you been at CountPlus One and how long as a Principal? 
I joined CountPlus One as a manager almost four years now and have been a Principal for 2 ½ years. Throughout my 
journey, I have loved working with the team and clients at CountPlus One. I have found my home here, and I truly believe 
this is where I was looking to be when I first started my career.
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What areas do you specialise in and what do you most enjoy?
I specialise in:

Business and Taxation Advice
Business Structuring
Real-time Financial Reporting
Compliance

Auditing

I really enjoy getting to know my clients’ stories, what they find challenging and how they have got to where they are 
today. Generally, this leads me more into the advice space (both business and tax). I am then able to adapt the advice 
based on their goals. It’s a good feeling to know that someone has put their trust in you, and we are able to implement 
strategies that will ultimately get them to where they want to be. 

My client base varies from small to medium enterprises through to large corporates and multi nationals, and I thoroughly 
enjoy the journey of working with each of these clients. Each client presents their own complexities and challenges, and it 
is rewarding to go on the journey with each and every client.

If you weren’t an accountant, you would be …..?
Without a doubt, a Tax Lawyer (as well as my Major in Accounting, I also did a Major in Commercial Law)

Law is the foundation around all the advice we can give and strategies to implement. I think it would be a fun job to 
present detailed facts in a way that would be advantageous to a client.

Outside the business world, I may have become a psychologist – I think it’s intriguing to understand how people work and 
what is behind each person I come across. Because of this, I try to be as emotionally intelligent as possible, understanding 
that each of us has a story and a journey, and it’s about respecting and empowering each person based on their past, and 
being a part of their future.

COVID-19 restrictions have put a spotlight on accountants as trusted advisors. Are there any 
learnings for you from this period? Are you working any differently with clients now? 
One of the biggest takeaways for me is that a strong balance sheet is really important for clients to see them through 
uncertain times. This is something I make sure goes into conversations I am having with business owners now. 

Another thing I have taken from this COVID experience is that our clients really do see us as trusted advisors, and it is 
such a good feeling to be able to digest the Treasury and Government announcements in a way that would make sense 
to our clients, and then have those one-on-one conversations with each of them to ensure they are fully aware, and 
utilising any benefit they can.

What are you hoping to convey to the women and families who tune in to the Women in Focus 
webinars?
Being financially literate is so important in life. Each day, as individuals we make decisions that could impact our ‘financial 
health’. I hope to convey a foundation of options and ideas that intrigue people enough to start asking questions. Given 
that advice needs to be tailored to each individual’s situation – the webinar won’t be the end to all their questions,

I want to encourage people to engage with us (or a trusted advisor of their own) and really be setup in a way that makes 
good financial health sense and assists them in attaining their goals in an efficient way.
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What areas do you think women need information on? Is there something women tend to shy 
away from but really do need to know?
Some women are more risk averse when it comes to finances and investments. I think it’s very important for women to 
engage in financial goal setting and planning (whether single or married) and understand the mechanisms behind what 
each lever/choice made in that plan will result in.

Women are a powerful unit within their sphere of influence, and it’s about empowering women and educating women to 
ensure that they are being as fruitful as possible when it comes to financial decisions being made.

If there is one thing you would like women to take away from your Women in Focus presentation, 
it would be ….?
I have always been a firm believer in ‘you don’t know what you don’t know’.

The brilliant thing about this series is that it will help people understand what they don’t know. We want to help you 
understand and make informed decisions – so come and chat to us.

Future plans – in five years, you hope to be where – professionally and personally?
In five years I’d like to still be doing what I am here with CountPlus One. I love my job and the satisfaction I get from 
client feedback. 

I’d also love in five years to be in a position to give more of my time to voluntary board positions where my financial 
background can help organisations, and I can actually see my input make a difference in a space where I am trying to give 
back to the community.

I also hope that within five years I have found other avenues where I have been able to give back to the community. 
Often I find myself reflecting of where I have come within the last five years, and I hope to be as optimistic about what 
the next five years can offer.
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